
 Hello, fellow Williams Bay residents - 

 I am Jack Lothian and I am running for reelection to the WIlliams Bay School Board. I am a 
 graduate of Williams Bay High School (class of ‘89), a former 6th grade teacher at Williams Bay 
 Elementary, and a current parent of Williams Bay students. I have a B.S. in Economics from UW 
 Madison and an M.Ed. from Lewis University. I was a classroom teacher for nine years in 
 Chicago and in Williams Bay. I have served on the board for the past six years, with the honor of 
 serving as president the past five. I am also involved in the local Lions Club and have 
 volunteered time at Kishwauketoe and various local events. 

 I joined the board as the construction of the new elementary school was being completed with 
 the intention of representing all members of the community and making decisions based on 
 what is best for the kids. In the past two years, there have been tough decisions that had to be 
 made regarding the safe operation of the schools. I based my decisions on feedback from the 
 constituents of the district as opposed to simply voting for what I would want. This is evidenced 
 in the mask policy and other protocols during the pandemic. A few of the non-Covid related 
 initiatives I have supported include the implementation of a Student Resource Officer, the 
 one-to-one Chromebook plan, and the College and Career Ready program to give students 
 more options post high school. The board has developed a Strategic Plan based on the four 
 goals of our district. If you would like to see the vision that we have set for the district please 
 visit  www.williamsbayschools.org/board-of-education/strategic-plan.cfm  . 

 One of the most important issues we have faced and will continue to face in the coming year is 
 the effect of the pandemic on daily routines at school. The district, from the administration and 
 staff to the students and parents, has done a great job of working together to keep kids in school 
 and learning in the classroom instead of by virtual means. However, the district has also been 
 adversely affected by Covid through declining enrollment, as well as limiting the number of 
 community members who can attend performances, volunteer, etc. at our schools. 

 The administration has already formulated a plan to stem the tide and hopefully create 
 enrollment growth in the coming years. I outlined the points of this plan in my letter to the 
 community, published in the spring  Bay Quarterly  .  I believe our next step is to reinstate public 
 concerts, plays, and sporting events as well as parent/community volunteers. Ideally, we would 
 go back to pre-pandemic life today, but unfortunately we have seen with each variant that it’s not 
 that simple. I will push for this inclusion of family and community leaders to begin no later than 
 the beginning of school this fall. Performing in front of a live audience or crowd brings energy to 
 the event, giving students something that has been dearly lacking at recorded or live streamed 
 events. It also gives the spectators a sense of inclusion at the school, as we gather to enjoy a 
 shared experience with the students. Volunteering is much the same, but allows students more 
 interaction, strengthening those ties with members of our community in ways that we have 
 lacked in the past two years. We need to rebuild those relationships that have been a hallmark 
 of education in Williams Bay, allowing both the school and community to benefit from one 
 another’s presence. 
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